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Introduction 

About us 

We are two enthusiastic nature lovers who travel the world together to search for stunning birds, 

fascinating mammals and incredible nature. Our world travel started in October 2021 in Chile, where 

we bought a car to drive through South-America in search of birds and mammals for about 2 years.  

Rob Jansen is a biologist and wildlife photographer, and thus has a lot of knowledge about species 

and ecology. IŜΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ photographs birds and mammals.  

Romy Jansen-Houtzager is a marketing professional. Our social media accounts, the look and feel of 

this report and the website are her work. In the field, she is an excellent spotter and very patient 

όƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ΧŀƴŘ ƘǳǊǊȅΗύ.  

 

  
Rob & Romy with the biggest iceberg A23A The expedition ship The Endeavour 
 

Information and how to use this trip report 

This trip report is about our cruise to Antarctica, South Georgia and The Falkland Islands plus some 

days in Ushuaia, Argentina. The cruise was from the 21st of November ς 10th of December 2023. For 

all photos of this trip, comments, compliments, any specific questions, visit and/or contact us via our 

website. We would love to hear from you! 

  robjansenphotography.com/antarctica               robjansenphotography.com/falklands 

  robjansenphotography.com/southgeorgia         www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography 

 

Species are highlighted in this trip report: blue for birds, red for mammals and green for 

herpetofauna. Target species which we missed at a specific spot are written in italic. This gives you 

an idea which species to pay extra attention to. All observations made by us can be found on 

Observation.org. We observed a total of 90 bird species and 12 mammal species on this trip to 

Antarctica, South Georgia and Falkland Islands. Click here for the: bird list, mammal list or the total 

species list. 

 

For more trip reports see our website: www.robjansenphotography.com/trip-reports  

http://www.robjansenphotography.com/antarctica
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/falklands
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/southgeorgia
http://www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&country_id=&start_date=2023-11-17&end_date=2023-12-12&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&country_id=&start_date=2023-11-17&end_date=2023-12-12&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=&start_date=2023-11-17&end_date=2023-12-12&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&country_id=&start_date=2023-11-17&end_date=2023-12-12&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/trip-reports
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Map and specific locations 

After bird- & mammalwatching a big part of South America (see previous trip reports) we almost 

looped back to the beginning; Santiago, Chile. To end our trip in South America we decided to end 

with a grand finale; a cruise to The Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica. A typical map would look 

like the one underneath, as before it is not yet clear which locations you will be able to visit.  

 

 

 

We made a map in Google My Maps with the locations we visited. You can view this map, download 

the points and add them to your own map (click on the three dots above the legend and download 

ǘƘŜ Ya[ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŀǇύΣ ƻǊ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇ ΨaŀǇǎΦƳŜΩ.  

 

 Literature

- Harrison, P., M. Perrow, H. Larsson (2021). Seabirds ς The New Identification Guide, Lynx Editions. 

Just an amazing book and in my opinion the best book to have for seabird identification! Very clear 

drawings and text 

- Birds of Argentina and the South-west Atlantic, Helm Field Guides, 1st edition, 2020, Mark Pearman 

& Juan I. Areta. Drawings are generally good, but for some species the details and proportions seem a 

bit off. But no matter your opinion on the book; ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ good book for birding in 

!ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ōƛǊŘ όŦŀƳƛƭȅύ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

alphabetically ordered. They do, however, pay extra attention to taxonomy and possible splits. 

- Carwardine, M (2020). Handbook of Whales, Dolhpins and Porpoises of the World, Princeton 

University Press. ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ 

enough. Great drawings and specific info about the life of each species.  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1r2ZNS2qv1ZRfP1lCKaAnjjDzcrwJ_LQ&usp=sharing
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- Mammals of the Southern Cone, Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, 2020, 1st edition, Lynx. Happy 

that Lynx decided to make mammals guides. This book is small and easy to take along and has all the 

mammals in there! CƻǊ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ƙave this as an overview, but not as a detailed 

guide for cetaceans for example.   

- iSail app if you have an iPhone. ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛ{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΦ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŦƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŜǘŎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏan come in handy when 

planning your meal and rest times to maximize your best hours on deck for seabirds.. 

- BirdNet app for recording the bird sounds. IŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ, BirdNet can give a 

possible ID. 

- iOverlander app for camping places. This app gives nice information on where to camp or buy stuff. 

- Add this number to your contacts: +54 9 11 5349 5987. You can forward Spanish voice messages 

you get in WhatsApp and it will transcribe and translate to the language of your choosing! 

 

 Equipment

Photography: Sony A9 II + 200-600mm + 1.4x converter + Sony 24-105mm, GoPro Hero 9 

Binoculars and telescope: Swarovski EL 8x32 WB, Eden 8x32 XP, Swarovski 65HD + 25-50mm 

 

Be sure to bring a sturdy waterproof cover for you camera, as it can get very wet on zodiac rides or 

with snow/slate. Also bring enough microfiber lens cloth for cleaning lenses! The store on the ship is 

really expensive, so test your waterproof pants, dry bag etc. before you travel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you enjoy my wildlife photos and trip reports, 

support my creative journey by buying me a 

coffee. Your generosity brings me closer to 

capturing impressive wildlife and untold stories 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
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Selecting a cruise 
²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊǳƛǎŜΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

all the ins and outs, behind the scenes and margins that are there. We only booked it once, and 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƎƻŜǎΦ {ǘƛll we hope this piece helps you a bit in your decision-making 

for that once-in-a-lifetime-trip. 

 

Travel Agent 

Cruises to the polar region are often not sold by the expedition ships themselves, but rather via 

travel agents. There are many of them, some located in Ushuaia, but many in the United States. Most 

of them specialize in both the Arctic and Antarctic region. We got a contact ς Antarctica Travels ς via 

friends and the first contact via email was fantastic and super friendly. We hoped to get a friend-of-a-

friend discount, but after seeing the prices (more about that below) we of course tried to bargain a 

ōƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ very 

pedantic. This made us contact some other companies ςPolar Dream Travel & Freestyle Adventure  

Travel ς, both of which replied swiftly, friendly and actually answered most of our questions.  

 

It seems that most travel agents offer the exact same trips for the exact same price. Only sometimes 

we got different prices from one agent compared to the other. It also occurred that some agents only 

offered certain expedition ships, while others only included them when asked specifically for a price 

for a certain ship. Small differences may lay in extras that you get, like a water bottle or a book about 

Antarctic wildlife, but obviously that is not going to make a big difference with such a price.  

 

In the end we booked a trip on the Ocean Endeavour (run by Intrepid) with Polar Dream Travel 

(reservation@polardreamtravel.com). Frank was very swift in his replies, answered our questions 

point by point and we had friends booking with him a year earlier, giving us the confidence that he 

delivered on his promises. hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǎŀƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

the expedition ships themselves put out information quite late.  

 

We also had contact with a very nice person, David Sinclair. He has a smaller ship and one can book 

directly with him www.islandsandicetravel.com or hello@islandsandice.com). As the expedition  (

vessel is a bit smaller, prices are generally a bit higher, but have less people to share the wildlife 

with:) 

 

Finance  

A trip to Antarctica is expensive; an extended trip including South Georgia and Falklands even more 

so. As written above, most offers we got were pretty comparable. Several offers will be included in or 

http://www.antarcticatravels.com/
http://www.polardreamtravel.com/
http://www.freestyleadventuretravel.com/
http://www.freestyleadventuretravel.com/
http://www.islandsandicetravel.com/
mailto:hello@islandsandice.com



